Shabbat shalom,

And thank you everyone for coming and sharing my simcha with me.

This week’s Parsha, Behar, discusses many topics, I would like to take the time and explore some of them with you.

This week’s Parsha  discusses the redistribution of the land. It also talks about the buying and freeing of a Jewish slave, the eved ivri,  and about Shmita, the sabbatical year which happens every 7th year, and Yovel, the jubilee year which occurs every 50th year. Shmita and yovel are both a Shabbat, a year of rest, for the land. On both a farmer is forbidden to work his field. The difference is that on yovel you must free your slaves while on Shmita you may still keep them.

In the parsha, Perek כב Pasuk י we are taught:
וְקִדַּשְׁתֶּם אֵת שְׁנַת הַחֲמִשִּׁים שָׁנָה וּקְרָאתֶם דְּרוֹר בָּאָרֶץ לְכָל יֹשְׁבֶיהָ - “And you shall sanctify the fiftieth year, and proclaim freedom [for slaves] throughout the land for all who live on it”.

There are many explanations for what the word דְּרוֹר, freedom, means. In Gemara Rosh Hashanah 9b it says:
א"ר יהודה מה לשון דרור כמדייר בי דיירא ומוביל סחורה בכל מדינה
R. Judah says: “What is the significance of the word דְּרוֹר? [The freedom of] one who dwells [medayyer] where he likes and can carry on trade in the whole country.”
This means that everyone has that right to buy and sell and keep their profit. There is also another opinion that says that דְּרוֹר is a type of bird that

if it is encaged, it will die. This דְּרוֹר bird represents a human being.

Humans must be free, and the Torah knows this; that is why we have let our slaves go on the 50th year. Not only does the Torah know this but so do we as Americans, which is why it says this exact Pasuk on the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia.  

In Behar it says: בִּשְׁנַת הַיּוֹבֵל הַזֹּאת תָּשֻׁבוּ אִישׁ אֶל אֲחֻזָּתוֹ – “During this Jubilee year, you shall return, each man to his property.”  Then afterwards it starts talking about how one should sell their land for a price set according to the amount of years left until yovel. There is a tanna in the Gemara that says that without the redistribution of the land yovel wouldn’t be considered yovel. The redistribution of the land had to happen in order for Yovel to be considered Yovel.
What type of government is the Torah trying to be?
Well, it might be  a cross between Capitalism and Marxism.  The Capitalism part is shown in this week’s parsha and the commentaries in Chazal, which teach you are allowed to buy and sell freely. There also seems to be some Marxism because there the land gets redistributed and everything is equal. 
Karl Marx created a version of socialism which he called Communism. In theory this is a government and economic system in which everyone works together as a unity and look out for each other as a unity. In the Communist Manifesto, the book Karl Marx wrote, he advises the redistribution of the land. The difference between what the Torah wants and what Karl Marx said, is that in Marxism, everyone owns all and individuals own none. While on the other hand, in the Torah, each family gets an equal plot of land, and has 50 years to invest it in or buy and sell any way they want. Then after 50 years they get their land back. In this way poor and rich are equalized. However, capitalism proposes that you can equalize poor and rich through charity, not the government or the economic system. 

Karl Marx once said “to each according to his ability, and to each according to his need.” This a very powerful lesson, that life isn’t about treating everyone equally it is about treating everyone fairly. It all depends upon the person’s needs. This is how pure socialists look at the government. On the other hand, capitalists will say, that if you let everyone work and let them keep their own money it will help the poor as well.

In the end, I think neither Marxism nor capitalism is what the Torah has in mind as a government. The correct government, the one I think the Torah might be proposing , is when elements of these two are combined into one framework.
Furthermore, Marxism as a government never really worked on a large scale but on the small scale it worked for a small bit of time. As a government of a whole nation it failed. Look at what happened to Russia. Lenin tried imposing Marxism there, but after he died and Stalin took over, he got greedy for power and he created what is now known as communism. While in kibbutzim in Israel, Marxism is imposed on the small scale. The older kibbutzim, however, now are starting to hire foreign people, and are slowly turning capitalist. But the Torah is saying that everyone has a right to land, but no one should become so much wealthier than another.
As you can see, I am interested in economic issues and how they affect people.  That is why for my chessed project I volunteered to work at STEP, a local food pantry. What I saw there was quite shocking. They announced that you can shelve any food as long as it is not more than 6 months past the expiration date. As I said before, the way capitalism wants to create justice for poor and rich is through charity. In that case why are we giving them so low quality food? A lot of the food there I wouldn’t want to eat myself. I think we as a community can do a better job helping the poor.

Also in Pirkei Avot chapter 5 Mishnah 12 it says: “There are four time-periods when plagues increases: on the fourth and seventh years [of the sabbatical cycle], on the year following the seventh, and following the festivals of each year. On the fourth year, because of [the neglect of] the 10% of your produce to the poor that must be given on the third year; on the seventh, because of the 10% of your produce to the poor that must be given on the sixth; on the year after the seventh, because of the produce of the sabbatical year; and following each festival, because of the robbing of the poor of the gifts due to them.”

This means that every time you purposely forget to give to the poor their share of your produce G-d becomes mad and disease can come. From here you can see how much G-d cares about the poor. Now, we may not have the obligation to give exactly 10% of our produce to poor people, but I do think it is correct to give something; it doesn’t have to be much, to tzedakah.
It also says before in Pirkei Avot chapter 3 Mishnah 8:
רבי אלעזר בן יהודה איש ברתותא אומר, תן לו משלו, שאתה ושלך שלו 
“Rabbi Elazar ben Yehuda from Bartota says: Give Him what is His, for you, and whatever is yours, are His.”

What Rabbi Elazar means when he said this is that everything you earn is really from G-d, and all that G-d is requesting from you is to give part of what he gave you to the poor.  So based on Parashat Behar and the maamarei Chazal I have quoted, the Torah sets out ideas of Social Justice that are not fully Capitalist or Marxist, but a means to create a good and Godly society.
I would like to thank all of those who have helped us make this bar-mitzvah possible. First of all I would like to thank my parents for their time and hard work raising me and helping me prepare for today, and buying me a pair of tefillin. I thank my father, for teaching me how to layen my parsha in the Dutch nusach and for learning with me over my life and always being positive. I would like to thank my mother, for caring for me my whole life and always trying to teach me new talents and for her hours’ worth of hard work trying to embroider my tallit corners. Thank you Raphaela and Daphne, you can sometimes get on my nerves but deep down you’re just nice little girls trying to help out with the bar- mitzvah.  Next, thank you Rabbi Ozarowski, for helping me create this Dvar Torah. Fourth, I am very grateful to my extended family, for being willing enough to sit through nine-hour flight just so that they can be here to share this Simcha. I would also like to thank Rabbi Waxman, and all my other teachers for teaching me how to learn and understand Torah, and giving me the information I need for the outside world. And thank you Rob Portnoe for sitting every week with me so that I would be able to read my parsha and Haphtarah fluently.

Finally, I want to thank those who were moser nefesh during world war two and who hid my grandparents. In the Torah by Parsha Ki Teitzei we find:

זָכוֹר אֵת אֲשֶׁר עָשָׂה לְךָ עֲמָלֵק בַּדֶּרֶךְ בְּצֵאתְכֶם מִמִּצְרָיִם- “You shall remember what Amalek did to you on the way, when you went out of Egypt”,
אֲשֶׁר קָרְךָ בַּדֶּרֶךְ וַיְזַנֵּב בְּךָ כָּל הַנֶּחֱשָׁלִים אַחֲרֶיךָ וְאַתָּה עָיֵף וְיָגֵעַ- “how he happened upon you on the way and cut off all the stragglers at your rear, when you were faint and weary.” Then right afterward it says לֹא יָרֵא אֱ־לֹהִיםוְ: “and he did not fear God.”

The moral connection between the two points is that when there is a situation where someone can choose to do good or bad,  Hashem says that you must fear him. This fear will help create the right choice.

The people that hid my grandparents didn’t have to hide them they could have handed them right to the Nazis. However, they were G-d fearing people so they hid them, even though hiding them meant putting their life in danger.
Thank you all for coming and Shabbat Shalom.
