     Good Shabbos... This week's parasha is Korach.  The standard one-word answer to the question of what this parasha is about is "rebellion" -- in particular scheming, self-serving rebellion against just and righteous leadership.  But I believe the parasha is about more than just a failed attempt to overthrow legitimate authority.  I believe the parasha is ultimately about what is necessary to justify rebellion and the creation of a new political order.  I believe the key image in the parasha is not the admittedly dramatic image of the earth swallowing up a doomed Korach and his followers.  Rather, I believe the key image in the parasha is instead the less dramatic, but no less powerful, image of the flowering of Aaron's staff...                                                                                                                                                                                      "And behold the staff of Aaron of the house of Levi had blossomed; it brought forth a blossom, sprouted a bud and almonds ripened."  The staff, the scepter, represents command and leadership, whether for good or evil.  Aaron's flowering staff represents something more than just worthy leadership.  Ultimately, Aaron's flowering staff represents the flowering of the kind of society which can only occur when the political order is just and good.  In David McCullough's biography of John Adams, he quotes Adams in 1776 on the larger significance of a very special rebellion -- the American Revolution -- which was  then just beginning to unfold.  Adams declared, "Objects of the most stupendous magnitude, measures in which the lives and liberties of millions born and unborn are most essentially interested, are now before us.  We are in the very midst of revolution, the most complete, unexpected, and remarkable of any in the history of the world."  John Adams understood the difference between mere rebellion against perceived injustice and the grand vision of a more just society that occasionally does in fact emerge from rebellion.  In other words, Adams understood the difference between Korach's rebellion and Aaron's flowering staff.  In a little more than a week, we will celebrate the 235th anniversary of not only a great rebellion, but also the great flowering of a new society that did in fact emerge from it.  This rebellion -- the American Revolution  -- began the flowering, as Adams said, of a "complete, unexpected, and remarkable" new society from which  we as Jews -- not coincidentally -- have greatly and directly benefited.  Rebellions by the Korachs of the world are common and almost always ultimately disillusioning events in history.  But an uncommon rebellion symbolized by Aaron's decidedly uncommon flowering staff is truly an event as great and relevant and worthy of celebration today as ever...  Good Shabbos and Happy Fourth of July.           

