I deeply regret that I was unable to be with you in person this evening.  I also deeply regret that this program has been perceived by some in the community as divisive.  I do not believe there was ever any intention by anyone at Darchei Noam to be divisive in the planning or presentation of this program.

There are certain sacred principles that guide us as a shul at all times.  One is that I, as a rav, and Darchei Noam, as an Orthodox shul, accept the Torah and Halacha as passed down to us by our Sages as authoritative and binding.  Another sacred principle is Ahavat Yisrael and Ahavat Habriyot – unconditional love of our fellow Jews and fellow human beings, all created in the Image of God.  As a Kehila Kedosha, a Holy Community, we strive to be welcoming and inclusive.  These principles guide us both in our communal lives as well as our personal ones.  

The issue of gay Jews within the Orthodox community is a complex one.  Darchei Noam has never refrained from confronting difficult and sensitive issues.  Nevertheless, the fact that our shul decided to have a program on this topic should not be construed as an endorsement by me as Rav or the shul as an entity of anything that might be said or presented during the course of the evening.  

I see this evening as the beginning of a conversation on the topic.  I hope this conversation will continue with thoughtfulness and commitment to the ideals we all hold dear.   I hope to add my own Rabbinic voice, as mara d’atra, to it in an appropriate way later in the year.  

